[Polycystic kidney disease: from genetics to dialysis].
Autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease (ADPKD) is the most common genetic cause of end stage renal disease. In addition, end-stage renal disease is complicated by acquired polycystic kidney disease. Recent advances in our understanding of the pathogenesis of ADPKD have identified the primary cilium as key to cystogenesis, and have defined the molecular, cellular and tissue pathogenesis of the disease, leading to the design of clinical trials that may ultimately lead to effective therapy of the disease. In 2012 a key trial has shown that blockade of vasopressin receptors with tolvaptan slows the rate of cyst growth and may slow the loss of renal function.